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CoMMUNICATIONS. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE EF- 
FECTS OF CANNABIS INDICA. 


BY G. B. KUYKENDALL, M. D., 
Of Fort Simcoe, Washington Ter. 


A short time since I procured a new lot of the 
purified extract of cannabis indica, and being 
desirous of using it in the case of some neural- 
gic patients, I thought I would test its strength 
before prescribing. I had many times before 
tried other lots, but never experienced any 
effect, more than a slight exhilaration. On 
the present occasion I opened the jar a short 
time before dinner, and noticed that the 
extract had a fresher appearance and a stronger 
narcotic smell than any I had previously seen. 
With my pocket knife I took out, I suppose, 
perhaps, a grain, certainly not more than that 
amount. It was observed to have, in a remark- 
able degree, that acrid tobaccoish taste common 
to most of the narcotic weeds. In a jocular 
way I remarked to a medical student in my 
office, “It is now half-past one o'clock; if you 
see me making any gyrations, or cutting up, 
you may know it is hasheesh.”” There was not in 
my mind, however, at the time, the remotest 
idea I should experience any of the intoxicat- 
ing effects of the narcotic. About half an hour 
afterwards I was at the dinner table, and we 
were all laughing and jesting, and enjoying 
ourdinner meal with more levity than usual, 
I taking lead in the merriment. I was just 
about finishing dinner, when suddenly I felt a 


thrill pass through me, the room and the dining 
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table seemed to rise up and swing, or float 
about. Then there was a sensation of light- 
ness and dreaminess connected with everything. 
I had been conversing, but in the beginning of 
these sensations had leaned upon my elbow on 
the table, which attracted the attention of my 
wife, who asked what pained me. I answered 
that there was no pain, but that I experienced 
a peculiar kind of sensation which I hoped 
would soon pass away. Summoning up my 
will, I arose and walked into the parlor, and 
took a seat, and tried to compose myself; but 
the sensations continued to come on. For a 
few seconds after the first thrill, I thought all 
was going to pass off, but now the symptoms 
were increasing in intensity. I arose and went 
to the glass to look at myself, and to notice the: 
appearance of the pupils of my eyes. I re- 
member distinctly that they were perfectly 
natural, neither dilated nor contracted, but my 
face was very pale—from fear, I think, mostly, 
as the sensations I experienced were so peculiar 
that they alarmed me. ‘Up to this time 
I would not believe I was under the 
influence of cannabis. My condition ra- 
pidly grew worse—worse, I say, for my sensa- 
tions were of the most disagreeable and hor- 
rible nature possible. I felt as if reason was 
being hurled by violence from its throne. Sen- 
sations and states of consciousness, rather than 
ideas, were wildly passing through my mind. 
I said to my wife, “I am in a terrible situation, 
something must be done.” I called for an 
emetic. While it was being prepared, I was 
all the time becoming more and more restless 
and agitated. I arose and walked out into the 
hall, and then thought to myself what is the 
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use of me running around like a wild man, and 
returned and sat down in my chair, but could 
not be easy. The emetic was brought, and I 
swallowed it—nearly half an ounce of fluid ex- 
tract of ipecac. I then said, “give me some 
warm water,” and started for the kitchen. 
Some one proposed a hot foot-bath of mustard 
water; I said, ‘‘ yes, let it be got immediately.” 
A few moments more and I was in the kitchen, 
before the stove, with my feet in a boiler of hot 
water. 

By this time my condition was awful in 
the extreme. My own voice sounded strangely 
to me, and seemed to startle me when I spoke, 
while the voices of those about me sounded 
as if obscured by a gauze or vail over my senses ; 
the sounds seemed far off, dreamy and un- 
real. I was beginning to have a sort of double or 
even triple consciousness. It seemed as if I were 
living three lives at once. Anything spoken to 
me, immediately seemed to have been an age 
ago. The few movements I made were governed 
by the will, and yet they seemed automatic, as I 
could not feel myself move. Indeed, I seemed 
to have lost my body and become all. dreamy 
imagination. I moved occasionally, but had no 
physical sense of doing so. After swallowing a 
quantity of warm water, I unbuttoned my vest, 
but did not seem to touch the buttons, and yet 
I must have had some sense of feeling, for I 
‘did not watch the movements of my hands. I 
saw with my eyes; but nothing was natural. I 
looked at the wall and the objects around; an 
impression was made upon the sensorium, and 
‘the visual impression seemed hurried off at 
lightning speed, then immediately the same 
impression was made with some different phase, 
while an age almost seemed to intervene be- 
‘tween these changing states of consciousness. A 
moment seemed an eternity; the most terrible 
‘depression came over me. My mental states 
and sensations seemed to move in circles. 
Rapidly, smoothly, and noiselessly, I seemed 
to be carried down a psychical miielstrom. 
The voices about me sounded in my ears as a 
“dull, dreamy droning, although I understood 
-all that was said. Dissolution seemed imminent. 
Rapidly I was sinking down the horrid miel- 
strom of my own imagination, each revolution 
ibringing me nearer to the pointed bottom below, 
which I thought would be death. I still could 
get out, by great effort of the will, as it seemed 
to me, short sentences; but when I spoke only 
three words, before the third was uttered the 











first seemed to be far in the dim distant past, 
When I spoke, I seemed as if started from a 
dream ; a flash of light came before my eyes, and 
everything seemed to rise up suddenly before 
me. I remember that the floor seemed to me to 
be sloping up before me, and pitching off behind. 
I now labored fully under a triple consciousness, 
two dreamy and unreal, and underlying these, 
apparently, was my real self, obscured by the 
intoxication upon me. I seemed to pass suc- 
cessively from one state of consciousness te 
another. When in one state, I remembered the 
successive changes of sensation in that state that 
had occurred previously. Noise or movements 
seemed to transfer me immediately to another 
state of consciousness. In this new state, the 
recollection of the sensations in the other state 
were dim and soon forgotten, while I seemed to 
remember back in the line of consciousness in 
which I then was. 

Through all these wonderful psychical 
phenomena, I preserved a good degree of ration- 
ality. I remember distinctly to have reflected, 
“what is my condition?” “ How long is it - 
going to last?” I told the attendants ipecac ° 
would not vomit me, to get mustard and warm 
water. When they were going to give me 
lemonade, I tasted it, and said, “ it is not sour 
enough, put in citric acid, it is the acid that is 
antidote to the hasheesh.” During all this time 
I was sitting stupidly in a chair, before the 
stove, making but few movements. I lost all 
correct idea of time ; a moment seemed an age; 
I thought they never would get the mustard 
and water for me. After drinking the mustard 
mixture I called for warm water, and thought 
they would never get it ready, and called for it, 
as I thought, about once every fifteen minutes, 
supposing they had forgotten to bring it. My 
wife says I spoke incessantly, repeating my re- 
quest as fastas I could. As I recollect now, it 
seems to me I called only three or four times 
for anything, and then at long intervals. I 
still seemed to be sinking down into the miel- 
strom, and was nearing the apex below, when 
suddenly I gave a retch, and began to vomit. 
While in the very act of straining to vomit I 
felt more natural, because, I suppose, of the 
change of the circulation within the cerebrum. 
The vomiting over, I felt I was about gone, and 
said, as it seemed to me, with an awful effort, 
“ put me jn bed, I shall know nothing in a few 
minutes more.” At one timeI really thought 
I was entering the world beyond, and was won- 
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dering how things would appear, when some- 
thing changed the current of my ideas. Just 
as I started to-bed I had reached the climax of 
wretchedness. A few minutes before I had 
taken some lemon juice, which they brought me 
instead of the citric acid solution I had called 
for, and now the symptoms seemed to begin to 
abate. The revolving panorama of sensations 
seemed to move more slowly, and each revolu- 
tion appeared to bring me back, up, more to the 
light, and to myself again. I was nowin bed, 
had walked from the kitchen, but did not feel 
the floor; with a feeling of relief, I said, “I 
shall get all right again.” My hands now be- 
gan to become cold, and then my feet, and I re- 
quested to be kept warm, and asked to have my 
hands rubbed. From this on I dozed in a 
dreamy, intoxicated manner ; for a few seconds 
I lost myself in sleep, and then started up, 
seeming to have just completed another round, 
ascending the same spiral miielstrom which I 
had previously descended ; still I had no cor- 
rect idea of time ; my hands were still cold, and 
I asked the attendants to chafe them, and then 
dropped into a doze, and after, as it seemed to 
me, half or three quarters of an hour, I aroused 
and repeated the request. Those who were at- 
tending me say I was incessantly repeating my 
request. They put warm bricks to my feet, and 
I immediately dozed off again, and in less than 
half a minute asked them to put something 
warm to my feet, saying I was nearly frozen. 
Iwas reminded that it had already been done 
amoment before. I remembered the circum- 
stance, but it seemed to have been at least two 
or three hours before. From this on, the symp- 
toms of intoxication gradually abated. After 
dark, at seven o’clock, I could converse very 
readily, but time dragged very slowly. To- 
wards morning I slept somewhat more natur- 
ally, but was nervous, and felt aching in my 
back and neck, and soreness of my sides, from 
vomiting. Next morning my appetite was 
poor, my head ached, and I felt dull all day— 
much the same, I imagine, as a man after a 
drunken spree 

During the whole operation of the medicine 
the pupils of my eyes were perfectly natural, 
. and after the first few minutes the color of my 
face was the same as usual. My pulse was at 
first rapid and strong, afterwards not so strong, 
but faster than common; my hands and feet 
were cool, from the end of the first to the middle 
of the third hour. Atno time was there any ten- 


Communications. 





423 


dency to spasmodic movements of any kind, no 
twitching of the muscles; the disposition was 
rather to lie inactive and quiet. I was about 
six hours under the influence of the drug, but 
the climax of the symptoms was reached in 
about an hour anda quarter. Had the emetic 
and lemon juice not been taken, the effects of 
the poison might have been more intense and 
prolonged. 

Taking the drug as I did, just before din- 
ner, it had time to get well spread over the mu- 
cous coat of the stomach, and when the process 
of absorption began, with the meal, the whole of 
the medicine was suddenly thrown into the cir- 
culation. The same amount of the cannabis 
taken two hours after a meal, would not likely 
have produced so much effect. My experience 
with hasheesh leads me to think it is a very 
powerful drug, but extremely uncertain in 
strength, as found in the shops. Used in large 
doses, or in improper cases, it is capable of do- 
ing serious injury to the nervous system ; while 
in those cases to which it is suited, it is a 
remedy of questionable value. 


REPORT OF A CASE OF STRANGULATED 
FEMORAL HERNIA—ASPIRATION 
—OPERATION—DEATH. 


BY W. W. KEEN, M.D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Mrs. L., et. 69, was a very corpulent woman, 
who had suffered for months from edema, es- 
pecially of the legs, and great dyspnoea, from a 
dilated heart. Some thirty years ago she had 
aright femoral and an umbilical hernia, the 
result of labor. About fifteen years later, a 
third tumor (presumed to be another hernia) 
appeared in the right groin. She had worn 
trusses for some years. I was called to see her 
in the evening of May 6th, 1875. She had 
caught a severe cold a few days before, and 
from her coughing the herniz in the right groin 
and thigh had become irreducible at eleven a.m., 
that day. On examination, I found a large 
swelling extending from the right ant. sup. 
spine up to, but not into the labium majus, 
distinctly below the line of Poupart’s ligament, 
though above the inguino-femoral groove in the 
skin. Had I not been very careful to fix the 
line of Poupart’s ligament, I should have been 
deceived, for its resemblance to an oblique ingui- 
nal hernia was very marked. It was as thick as 
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a sausage, elastic and tolerably tense, not dis- 
colored, nor painful, nor doughy. On the thigh, 
at the saphenous opening, loose and movable, 
was a similar but much smaller mass, and be- 
tween the two a roll of the contents could be 
traced across the inguino-femoral groove. The 
conclusion I drew was that she had had two rup- 
tures, at an interval of fifteen years, both through 
the femoral ring, the one passing only on to the 
thigh, the other turning upward towards Pou- 
part’s ligament. She had no fever, no peritoni- 
tis, no vomiting, and but little pain in the tu- 
mors, but her hands and feet were cold, and her 
pulse 100, weak and irregular. I endeavored 
to reduce them without ether (on account of 
the absence of assistants, and her extremely 
unfavorable cardiac condition), but was unsuc- 
cessful. I ordered twenty drops of laudanum 
every six hours, and ice to the herniz. The 
next day her condition was about the same, 
and after another unsuccessful attempt, with 
the assistance of Dr. John H. Brinton, to re- 
duce the herniz,I gave her an injection of 
sixty drops of laudanum and continued the ice. 

Saturday morning, May 8th. Her general 
condition was about as before, the absence of 
fever and vomiting being marked. Her belly 
was very slightly tender. The tumors, how- 
ever, were larger and tenser, not, as far as touch 
revealed, from additional extrusion of bowel, but 
from accumulation of fluid in the sacs, and 
from swelling. A bright red, erysipelatous 
blush had appeared over both tumors. On con- 
sultation, it was decided to aspirate the tumors, 
and then to attempt to reduce them. A No. 2 
needle (Dieulafoy’s) was accordingly intro- 
duced into the upper tumor, near the ant. sup. 
spine, and as soon as its point was beneath the 
skin, the valve was turned, so that the “ pre- 
vious vacuum” extended to its point. After 
pushing it in an inch, a turbid, reddish serum 
was sucked up. It amounted in all to fi.3ij, and 
had a distinctly fecal odor. Whether it was all 
from the sac, or whether the needle had also 
penetrated the bowel, it was impossible to say. 
I had hoped to be able to determine it by ob- 
serving the escape of the air from the intestinal 
cavity into the syringe, the moment the bowel 
was penetrated, but some of the joints were 
not quite air-tight, and so a little bubbling into 
the syringe occurred all the time. Both of the 
tumors became much relaxed, and our surmises, 
as to the two apparent ruptures being two 
phases of the same hernia, seemed proved. On 
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manipulation now, the lower tumor entirely dis. 
appeared ; but though parts of the upper tumor 
could be pushed down to the lower, thus con- 
firming the diagnosis of but one hernia, the 
upper one could not be reduced, though appa- 
rently much diminished. The physical signs 
were greatly obscured, on account of the corpu- 
lency, ccdema, and inflammatory swelling. 
Sunday, May 9th. The general condition 
was rather worse; no vomiting had occurred, 
but the abdomen was somewhat tender, pulse 
very irregular, as usual, and about 110; beef- 
tea, milk-punch, etc., taken regularly and re- 
tained; occasional delirium, however, had 
begun. The local condition also was alarming. 
The cedema and swelling had increased, the 
apparently erysipelatous blush had gradually 
assumed a dusky brown color. No inflamma- 
tion had followed the aspiration, and the punc- 
ture could scarcely be discovered. Although the 
general symptoms of strangulation were not 
marked, yet I felt convinced that such mischief 
was going on that death would soon follow, if noth- 
ing were done. Accordingly, after consultation 
with Drs. J. H. Brinton, Allis, and Mears, an ex- 
ploratory operation was decided upon, and done 
on Sunday, at3 p.m. It was a desperate chance in 
a woman nearly 70, of such corpulence, with so 
long continued cardiac dilatation, and its con- 
sequences, but it was the only chance. I made 
a nearly vertical incision of about two and a 
half inches, mainly over the lower tumor, but 
extending partly on to the upper one, directly 
over the connecting link between the two. The 
sac was soon reached and opened, when the 
hernia was found to consist of a large mass of 
omentum, extending down on to the thigh, three 
inches below Poupart’s ligament, then, bya thick 
round roll, up to the level of Poupart’s ligament, 
parallel to which it extended both outward and 
inward, as described. On lifting this up a 
small knuckle of intestine was found, con- 
stricted by the femoral ring. It was almost 
black ir color, but firm and strong. After 
some trouble in getting the well wrapped probe- 
pointed knife into the tight stricture, Gimber- 
nat’s ligament was nicked and the intestine, and 
then the entire prutruded omentum, were re 
turned. No femoral canal existed, for the up- | 
turned portion of the omentum had lifted the 
saphenous opening to the level of the femoral. 
The wound was closed by five sutures, and 
dressed with adhesive strips, compress and 
spica; tonics, good diet, and stimulants were 
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ordered, and twenty drops of laudanum every 
four hours. 

I cannot too highly praise the efficient ad- 
ministration of the ether by Dr. Allis, with his 
apparatus. In spite of the cardiac difficulty, 
the dyspnoea, and the cough, I was never once 
anxious as to her condition under ether; only 
five and a half ounces were used in over an 
hour, and she was warm and in good condition 
at the end of the operation. She reacted well. 
The slight symptoms of peritonitis, which had 
set in before, increased to a limited extent, but 
were masked, doubtless, by the delirium. She 
gradually sank, and died at 9 a.m. on Tuesday. 

Post-mortem Examination, Wednesday, at 
noon. The umbilical hernia was found to be 
entirely omental. The belly wall and omentum 
were very fat. The omentum was adherent to 
the abdominal wall at the site of both hernia, 
by old adhesions, and at the femoral one by 
some slight recent adhesions. Nearly all the 
coils of the intestine stuck together slightly, but 
only a very little lymph was found, limited to 
the right groin. The intestines and the parietal 
peritoneum were everywhere in the early active 
stages of inflammation, the surface being closely 
streaked with the enlarged vessels. The portion 
of bowel which had been strangulated was 
easily recognized by its dark color, but it was 
still firm. The other viscera were, not exam- 
ined. 


NEW REMEDIES. 


BY N. KEELER MORTON, M. D., 
Of New York City. 


In these days of rapid progress, the bad fre- 
quently slips in with the good ; the wheat, with 
the chaff, is all taken in the hopper, and, though 
like water, all sooner or later will find their 
level, the interim between their first discovery 
and the exposure of their worthlessness gives an 
opportunity to the thoughtless and unobserving 
to commit themselves in such a manner as will 
compel them afterward to feel ashamed of their 
hasty and unconsidered enthusiasm. On the 
other hand, we should beware of too great skep- 
ticism. 

The introduction to notice of the Brazilian 
plant, jaborandi, claimed to be a sialagogue and 
diaphoretic, is just now attracting attention. 
It induces me to mention another new remedy, 
about being tried thoroughly, but which may be 
stated, on good authority, to possess at least 
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strong diaphoretic properties. I refer to an 
alcoholic extract of an Australian bark, called 
the Aabec bush. The history of this latter 
article is certainly curious, and devoid of all 
mystery. A medical gentleman of this city, 
having an acquaintance with a sea captain, 
just arrived from Tasmania, with a cargo of 
wool, called upon him on his arrival, and know- 
ing him to have received a medical education, 
entered into conversation with him on various 
medical subjects, and at last spoke of jaborandi, 
asking if the captain, during some of his voyages 
to South America, had ever heard of it. Upon 
the latter’s inquiring as to the medical proper- 
ties of jaborandi, he was told, when he imme- 
diately said that while he had never heard of 
jaborandi, he had an Australian bark among 
his stores, which he had found to possess won- 
derful diaphoretic properties, and produced this 
Aabec bush bark. Just before his vessel’s de- 
parture from Tasmania, he was attacked by a 
severe cold, and upon application to one of the 
educated native physicians, received this bark 
and some aromatic powders, with instructions 
to make an infusion of one drachm in two ounces 
of water, which was to be the dose. He did so, 
and found it an excellent diaphoretic. Subse- 
quently, while at sea, he was again threatened 
with pneumonia, which, however, quickly suc- 
cumbed to the same treatment. He also ex- 
hibited it in the case of two of his sailors, with 
the same effect. 

The captain had about twenty pounds of the 
bark with him, which he gave his medical 
friend, who carried it to Messrs. Reed & Carn- 
rick, manufacturing pharmacists, and had them 
prepare a fluid extract, according to the U.S. 


Pharmacopeeia, from it. Samples of this are now 
being tested in two of the hospitals here, by 
competent and reliable men, who are not easily 
carried away by enthusiasm. By their report 
Aabec bark will stand or fall. As the captain 
has no interest in the value of this bark to the 
profession, any further than the scientific in- 
terest any educated person would naturally feel, 
there are considerable hopes felt in the efficac 
of Aabec. If it proves itself a success, it will 
be a valuable addition to our pharmaceutical 
list, which needs a powerful and rapidly acting 
diaphoretic, such as this is claimed to be. 
nother of the newer remedies is guarana, 
which, however, has shown variable results. 
When it has been obtained pure, and used in 
cases where it was indicated, it did well, but in 
many cases the preparation of elixirs in such a 
manner as to sacrifice the quantity of guarana to 
the palatability of the elixir, and the adminis- 
tration to patients whose symptoms did not de- 
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mand its exhibition, have caused its failure. 
Experience has proven that in cases of headache 
not arising from disordered stomach, it is a 
valuable and effective remedy, and that when 
the elixir is properly nrade, it is efficacious. 

A new appliance for inhaling vapor of hydro- 
chlorate, or rather salicylate of ammonia, and 
any remedies that may be introduced with it, 
has also made its appearance in the drug stores 
and physicians’ offices. It is called the ‘* Popu- 
lar Pocket Inhaler,” and is so simple in con- 
struction and cheap, retailing at one dollar, that 
it will no doubt be a valuable adjunct in the treat- 
ment of the many affections of the air passages, 
where the application of medicinal vapor is desir- 
able. It consists of two bottles, in a neat case, 
one containing salicylic acid and connected 
by tubing with the other, which contains ammo- 
nia, water, and any other remedy the physician 
desires to employ, such, for instance, as iodine, 
camphor, stramonium, etc. The latter has an 
inhaling tube attached, applicable either to the 
mouth or nostrils. Being so simple, and easily 
managed, it would be useful in enabling a pa- 
tient to use it several times a day, and at night, 
and it is really cheap enough to be within the 
means of even the poor. It is the invention of 
a physician, I believe, and it is not, like others, 
either patented or offered as a “cure all and 
the complete self cure.” 

Another remedy, which is not so new, but has 
for a long time been in the hands of the Eclec- 
tics, is Juglandin, the medicinal properties of 
the inner bark of the butternut tree. This, in 
pill form, in connection with other ingredients, 
possesses the peculiar properties of producing a 
natural stool when given in constipated cases, 
without being followed by astringent effects. 
The formula for this pill, which they call the 
“ anti-constipation,” as published by the manu- 
facturers, is as follows :— 


RK Juglandin, gr.XXv 
Strychnia, gr.ij 
Leptandrin, gr.Xxv 
Ext. hyoscyamus, gr.xij. 


With castile soap and ol. menthe pip., a mass is 
made and divided into one hundred pills, of 
which two to three are a dose. 

The same manufacturers also prepare a ca- 
thartic elixir, which, in my estimation, is the 
only pleasant liquid cathartic which I have yet 
seen. Each fluid ounce of the elixir contains :— 


BR Sulph. magnesia, Dviij 
Senna, 3ij 
Scammony, gr.x 
Liquorice, 5; 
Ginger, gr.v 
Coriander, gr. v. 


But I have written enough for once, and end 
my article, hoping that the many questions I 
have started will be found of sufficient interest 
by the profession to merit their attention, and a 
response at some future time, in the way of a 
report of their experience with some one of the 
remedies I have mentioned. 


Medical Societies. 
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Mepicat SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN MEDIC AL ASSOCIATION 
REPORTS OF SECTIONS. 


ABSTRACT or REPORT oF THE SECTIONS UPON 
PRACTICAL MEDICINE, PHYSIOLOGY, Ero, 
Reported for the 
“MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.” 


Turspay, P. mM. The Section was called to 
order by Dr. Austin Flint, its President. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, chairman of Special Com- 
mittee, presented a report upon “The Neces- 
sity for Coincident Clinical and Meteorological 
Observations and Records in the Study of Eti- 
ology, and the Influence of Atmospheric Con- 
ditions in the Development of the Bowel Affec- 
tions of Children.”’ 

The subject was discussed, and the following 
resolutions, with which it closed, were adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American 
Medical Association are hereby tendered to 
General Myers, Superintendent of the Signal 
Service Bureau, for the promptness with which 
he is preparing to add observations concerning 
the electric and ozonic conditions of the atmo- 
sphere, to those heretofore made, at the several 
signal stations, and for the readiness he mani- 
fests to permit the records in his department to 
be used for the advancement of medical, as well 
as general science. 

Resolved, That the chairman of this Section 
of the Association be requested to renew the 
appointment of a special committee of three, 
whose duty it shall be to promote diligently the 
work indicgted in the foregoing report, and re- 
port progress at the next meeting of the Asse 
ciation. 

The chair appointed the same committee as 
before, Dr. N. S. Davis, chairman. 

The report was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

A paper was then read by Dr. E. H. Clarke, 
of Boston, Mass., entitled “‘ Doses, their Physio- 
logical and Therapeutical Import,” which was 
discussed, and recommended to the Committee 
of Publication. 

Section adjourned to 3 p. m. to-morrow. 

Wepnespay, P.M. President called the See- 
tion to order, at 3 P. M. } 

A paper was read by Dr. Moreau Morris, of 
New York, upon “ Biometry and its Relation to 
Practical Medicine.” Referred to the Commit 
tee of Publication. 

Paper by Dr. Bartholow, of Cincinnati, on 
“Exophthalmie Goitre, and its Treatment.” 
Also recommended to Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Octerlony, of Louisville, chairman_ef 
Special Committee, reported upon ‘* Cystic De- 
generation of the Kidneys.” Referred to the 


Committee of Publication, to which committee 
was also referred the address of the President 
of the Section. 
Section adjourned to 3 Pp. m. to-morrow. | 
Tuurspay, P. M. President called the Section 
to order, at 3 P. M. 
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A paper was read, on “Acute Pneumonia 
and its Treatment,” by Dr. A. J. Erwin, of 
Mansfield, Ohio. On motion, it was, after some 
discussion, referred back to the writer, with the 
request that he would continue his investiga- 
tions. 

Paper, by Dr. L. Elsberg, of New York, en- 
titled ‘“‘Bioplasm Doctrine.” Referred, by 
motion, to the Committee of Publication. 

Paper, on “A New Sphygmograph,” was 
read by Dr. A. T. Keyt, of Cincinnati, and the 
instrument exhibited and described. On mo- 
tion, the thanks of the Section were tendered to 
Dr. Keyt, for his interesting paper and descrip- 
tion. 

Papers from Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston, and 
Dr. L. Turnbull, of Penn. The first on ‘* Euro- 
pean Winter Cures,” the second, on the “ Use 
of the Tones of the Human Voice in Diagnosis 
of Diseases of the Ear, with Original Experi- 
ments with Kénig’s Rods, and the Human 


Voice,” were referred to a sub-committee, to be | - 


appointed by the chair, for examination and 
disposition, there not being time to read them. 
The ehair appointed Dr. N. S. Davis said 
committee. 
Section then adjourned, sine die. 


SECTION ON OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 

Tuespay, May 4th, 1875. Dr. W. H. Byford, 
of Illinois, presiding. 

Dr. M. P. Wright, of Ohio, presented the 
cadaver of an infant, the last of a series of 
cases which had occurred in his service in the 
obstetrical wards of the Cincinnati General 
Hospital, during the past two years. He de- 
nominated the disease, “‘ Black Color,’ or “ Pig- 
mentation,’ and desired information in regard 
to its nature and treatment, stating that he had 
searched, in vain, for the reports of any similar 
cases. He exhibited a dissection of the kidneys. 

Dr. Chadwick, of Mass., called attention to 
the fact that similar cases had occurred in the 
obstetrical wards of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, a report of which might be found ina 
recent number of the Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 

Dr. Wright was requested to furnish a full 
report, in writing, of his. cases, for reference to 
the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. 8. C. Busey, of D. C., presented a paper 
entitled, ‘‘ Congenital Occlusion, and Dilatation 
of Lymphatic Channels,”’ which was referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

_ Dr. Nathan Allen, of Mass.. read a paper en- 
titled, “ Normal Standard of Women for Propa- 
eral which was referred to the Committee on 

ublication. 

Wepnespay, May 5th. Dr. W. H. Byford 
presiding. 

The chairman called attention to the provision 
of the regulations which required the submis- 
sion of all papers read before the Section to a 


special committee for careful examination, and 
on motion of Dr. Chadwick, the motion refer- 
ring the papers read the day previously was 
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reconsidered, and the papers were referred to a 
special committee, consisting of Drs. Byford, 
arvin, Jenks, Chadwick, and the Secretary. 

The Section refused to permit Dr. Sell to read 
his paper, entitled, ‘ Obstetrics in Vienna,” be- 
cause the greater portion of it had been pub- 
lished in a journal. 

Dr. John Morris, of Md,, submitted his re- 

rt on ‘ Pessaries,” which was read and re- 

erred to the special committee for examination. 

THurspay, War 6. Section met at 3 P. m., 
Dr. Byford presiding. 

Dr. Warner, of Mass., asked permission to 
withdraw his paper entitled, ‘‘ The Connection 
of the Hepatic Functions with Uterine Hyper- 
zemia, Fluxion and Inflammation,” and to have 
leave to present it at the next meeting. Carried. 

The address of the chairman was referred to 
the Committee on Publication, with the recom- 
mendation that it be published in the Transac- 
tions. ;, 
On motion of Dr. Chadwick, the Section ten- 
dered its thanks to Dr. Byford, for his very able 
and interesting address. 

The report of Dr. A. S. Heaton, of Mich., on 
* Retroversion of the Uterus During Pregnan- 
cy,’ was read and referred to the special com- 
mittee for examination. 

The paper by Dr. T. H. Thompson, of D. C., 
entitled, ‘‘Three Cases of Myo-Fibromata, or 
Fibroid Tumors of the Uterus treated by Ergot,” 
was read and referred to the special committee. 

The paper by Dr. Joshua G. Allen, of Phila- 
delphia, entitled, ‘‘ Phlebitis Following the Hy- 
P ermic Use of Ergot, in the Treatment of a 

ibroid Tumor of the Uterus,’ was referred to 
the special committee for examination. 

On motion of Dr. T. Parvin, of Ind., the 
chairman and secretary of this Section, for the 
ensuing year, were directed to solicit contribu- 
tions of papers to be submitted at the meeting 
to be held in 1876. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the officers 
of the Section. Adjourned. 


SURGICAL SECTION. 


Tvurspay, May 4th, 1875. The Surgical Sec- 
tion was organized by the election, on motion of 
Dr. L. A. Sayre, of N. Y., of Dr. Paul F. Eve, 
of N. Y.,as chairman, pro tem., and Dr. 8. N. 
Benham, of Pa., Secretary, pro tem. 

The first paper presented and read was by 
Dr. E. Andrews, of IIl.; title, “‘ Some Results of 
Operative Surgery.” 

Results of Operative Surgery in the Lake 
States, differing from the statistics of other re- 

ions. 
. Climate and habits, as well as local influences, 
powerfully affect mortality after operations, and 
correspondingly modify the rules of procedure. 

The records of Mercy Hospital, Chicago, 
other hospitals, and private practice, are com- 
pared with records of other localities. 

Herniotomy is more successful, as would ap- 
pear from these records, in the proportion of 79 
per cent. to 26 per cent. Causes: Nearly all 
the cases are in private practice, rarely in hos- 
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pitals; the people being largely emigrants are 
in the prime of life and vigor; dryness of the 
lake climate, etc., induces more open air life, 
hence septic complications are less frequent. 
A majority of amputations show a similar favor- 
able result for the West. Another advantage 
of the West is the smaller hospitals, which are 
much less liable to great mortality than those 
larger and more crowded. 

Remarks were made by Dr. L. A. Sayre, 
after which the paper was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

The second paper was presented by Dr. Louis 
A. Sayre ; title, ‘‘ Partial Paralysis and Want of 
Coérdination, from Genital Irritation.” 

On motion, the paper was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

Dr. Kelly moved that Dr. Sayre be allowed 
a sufficient length of time to revise the paper 
before submitting it to the Committee on Publi- 
cation. 

The next was a paper read by Dr. C. B. 
King, of Pa.; title, “Operation for Extrophy of 
the Bladder.” On motion, the paper was re- 
ferred to Committee on Publication. 

Wepnespay, May 5th. Dr. E. M. Moore, of 
N. Y., occupied the chair; Dr. S. N. Benham, 
Secretary, pro tem. 

Dr. L. J. Willien, of Ind., presented a paper 
on “‘ Hydro-Nephritis with Renal Calculi,” with 
specimen. Referred.to Committee on Publica- 
tion. 

The next paper read was by Dr. C. Dennison, 
of Denver, Cal.; title, “A New Extension 
Apparatus,’’ with blackboard illustrations. Re- 
marks were made by Drs. Keller, of Ky., 
Garcelon, of Me., and others. Dr. Bronson, of 
Mass., moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Dennison, 
for his potas. 

Dr. L. Elsberg, of N. Y., read a paper on 
“(Esophageal Auscultation. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Publication, with request to publish. 

The report by Drs. Gross, Sims and Toner 
was made the special subject for discussion, at 
3 o’elock to morrow afternoon. Adjourned. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY OF 
BALTIMORE. 


REPORTED BY DR. J. W. P. BATES. 


Therapeutics. 
BY THOS. B. EVANS, M. D. 


Therapeutics, as now understood, is an op- 
probrium of the science of medicine. From the 
diversity of opinions held by men of equal 
ability, in regard to the value of remedial 
agents, it is difficult to find any firm foundation 
for our faith. The medical publications are 
full of direct contradictions ; one writer assert- 
ing that such and such an agent has, in his 
hands, been found to be very useful and reli- 
able, while another denies, with equal empha- 
sis, that it has any value whatever. A chemist 
in Paris, Berlin, London, or New York, will 
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have precisely the same results from any agent 
he may employ as the subject of his investiga. 
tions, when the agent ie treated by the same 
process of analytical attestation. The astrono- 
mer foretells, with precision, the transit of 
Venus, and the results obtained by a number of 
them, stationed at various points for observa- 
tion, harmonize on all important points. The 
science of medicine is as exact a science as 
chemistry or astronomy, and why the results of 
medical experience are so widely divergent 
and so different in their character from those 
obtained by laborers in the other sciences we 
have mentioned, is the question we shall en- 
deavor to discuss this evening. 

The chemist and astronomer acquire knowl- 
edge simply by observation. The subject of in- 

uiry is handled with delicacy and exactness. 
The chemist first assures himself that his 
reagents are pure, and that the various instru- 
ments to be used are perfectly clean. The in- 
vestigation is pursued under his own supervi- 
sion ; he leaves no room for doubt or speculation; 
he forms no hasty conclusions ; but subjects the 
article to experimentation again and again, until 
all is made clear. The astronomer, in his 
science, also strives for exactness. His tele- 
scope is mounted with extreme care, upon 
solid masonry, that it may be free from vi- 
bration. Its movements are regulated and 
controlled by machinery as precise as the 
most delicate mechanical skill can supply. 
The unerring pendulum marks every point of 
time, and requires him to be exact, or his ob- 
servations and deductions will be faulty. 

The want of precision and exactness, and the 
evident lack of sound judgment in collating facts, 
and the liability to form hasty conclusions from 
insufficient data, constitute some of the faults that 
are committed every day by a large number of 
medical men; and it is owing, in a great 
measure, to these causes, that so many opposite 
opinions are held as to the efficiency or non-effi- 
ciency of remedial agents. Doctors, like the 
laity generally, are very apt to attribute the 
cure of a malady to the last remedy employed. 
It should be held as an axiom, that recoveries 
do not always take wong by or through the 
agents employed. Many diseases are cured in 
spite of the medicines given, and very often the 
efforts of nature to restore are thwarted and 
hindered by injudicious dosing. I well recol- 
lect a case that will illustrate this fact. I was, 
some years ago, called to see a child that had 
been sick for six months. It had been under 
the care of several of the most eminent physi- 
cians, and as no two of them had agreed as to 
the diagnosis, the treatment had been various, 
and it was infiltrated with medicines of all 
kinds. I determined to move carefully, and do 
nothing beyond giving a simple placebo, but to 
study carefully, day by day, the points of the 
case, I ordered, 

R. Sode bicarb, 
Aque cinnam., 
Syr. simp., 


gr.xvj 


ia ij. M. 
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A teaspoonful to be given every three hours; 
laying especial stress upon the importance 
of giving the medicine regularly. At my 
next visit the child was Petter and con 
tinued to improve gradually. In four weeks 
it was able to move about, and in three weeks 
more J discontinued my visits, as the child was 
well. I did not rush into print, and laud the 
efficacy of bicarbonate of soda as a potent 
remedy for some trumped up disease. I believe 
that child would have been well long before if 
nature had been allowed to have full piay, but 
the digestive organs had been kept continually 
so disordered by the thousand eso one remedies 
employed, that nutrition was so impaired that 
the whole machinery of life moved with great 
effort. 

Time and a sequence of changes are ne- 
cessary for the cure of any disease, and great 
care should be used that we may not interfere 
with the chemistry of nature. The secrets of 
her laboratory have not yet been fully unveiled 
tous. Better do nothing than run the risk of 
doing harm by medication. Many diseases are 
self limited in their course, and the very symp- 
toms we observe, and which we very often treat 
instead of the disease, result from a combina- 
tion of the elements of restoration. A bone 
has been broken or a wound received, and the 
energy of reparative action produces a train of 
symptoms which we call fever. In every case 


we must be guided simply by the appearances 
agen Every case treated must be by a 


aw peculiar to itself, as there are few, I may 
say no two, cases of a disease that can be 
treated precisely alike. A thousand things 
intervene that make a difference, as climatic 
influence, hygienic surroundings, condition of 
life, temperament, habit, force, idiosyncrasy, 
and business pursuits. These may be men- 
tioned, among the most prominent, as constitut- 
ing @ reason why no specific line of treatment 
can be relied upon. For a medical man to have 
in his keeping a certain number of formule, by 
whose mystic force he seeks to eradicate a dis- 
ease, is certainly not one whit better than the 
uack patent medicine vendors of the day. 
There are no specifics in medicine. We have 
in quinine the only one, to my knowledge, that 
can lay claim to being a specific, yet very often 
we fail even with it. At one time sulphur was 
lauded as a specific in itch, and in a large num- 
ber of medical works you will find it so stated 
at this day ; but scientific inquiry has demon- 
strated the fact that the little parasite that 
causes the disorder can be made to sing his 
death song and give up the ghost by simple 
inunction with any oily substance, adeps, or 
olive oil, without the aid of sulphur, and thus 
unguentum sulphuris has passed from the posi- 
tion of lord of the manor, where finger nails are 
a blessing and scratching a decided luxury. 
Tam not of the belief that specifics are unattain- 
able, but simply assert the fact that as yet we 
have none, or at least very few. When our 
knowledge of the causation of certain diseases 
is based upon better data than we at present 


Medical Societies. 





429 


possess, I am satisfied, in my own mind, that 
we may find more specifics. In case we do 
arrive at that point in the history of diseases, 
and are able to show the causation, and have 
our specific in hand, with its effects firmly 
established, we will have made but very 
little progress then toward curing diseases. 
The majority of diseases run a definite course 
and maintain it to the end, and while able to 
prevent, we might still be powerless to cure 
them. ‘The means used will possibly kill the 
cause, but when the disease is in full blast 
would fail to annihilate the products generated 
therefrom. A cannon ball, started from a 
mountain top, might be arrested in its down- 
ward course a few yards from the starting 
point, by a very little exercise of arresting 
power, but if the same amount of power were 
exercised when the ball had pursued its undis- 
turbed way till near the base, it would utterly 
fail, on account of the increased momentum 
acquired. So with disease when once estab- 
lished. The means that might arrest it at its 
inception, would fail to cure or check its pro- 
gress. 

Take up and peruse any of the medical au- 
thorities, and you will find a host of remedies 
for certain diseases. In one book I find for 
the cure of asthma, 13 remedies ; amenorrhea, 
23; bronchitis, 36; chorea, 17; diarrhoea, 31 ; 
dropsy, 34; dysentery, 37 ; dyspepsia, 25; dys- 
menorrheea, 18; hemorrhage, 27; leucorrhea, 
21; neuralgia, 27; rheumatism, 41; worms, 
41. Again, you will find that some of 
these remedies have a wonderful therapeutic 
power. Belladonna, it is said, will cure 40 
different diseases ; calomel and camphor, each, 
60 ; hyoscyamus, 30; and ¢nchona may be re- 
lied upon as a cure for all diseases of the nerves, 
scrofulous and rheumatic affections, all kinds of 
fevers, and most of the nearly three thousand 
ills that flesh is heir to. Thus we have a hun- 
dred remedies for each disease, and each remedy 
will cure a hundred different diseases. What a 
lamentable state of affairs. ‘Tis not fiction. 
There is something fundamentally wrong in 
our investigations of the action of remedies, 
and it is most time for medical men to break 
away from the authorities of the past age, and 
set themselves to work upon a sound and scien- 
tific basis, in order that we may build a super- 
structure of therapeutics that may not have one 
block of empiricism in it. Empiricism is the 
bane of our profession. Routine practice is 
too much pursued by our leading men. Reme- 
dies are given wildly, without reason or judg- 
ment being exercised, with the blind hope that 
they may hit the mark. A rational empiri- 
cism, in the present state of our knowl- 
edge, is perfectly justifiable, when we require 
time to investigate and properly understand the 
lesion presented for treatment. But it must be 
a temporary expedient. Not as the school of 
Hahnemann, however, which is the child of 
empirical parentage and sustained by empirical 
pabulum; but, rather, as a means whereby we 
can have a sufficient opportunity to note the 
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symptoms presented in a given case, and by a 
deduction founded upon a physiological reason, 
proceed to the use of the proper remedies. 
After all that has been said concerning the 
— method to be pursued in the treatment 
of disease, that which has its foundation laid 
upon a substratum of physiology can only 
claim to be worthy of support, and sufficiently 
sound to command the respectful attention of 
every reasonable member of the medical pro- 
fession. What is disease but a disorder of 
function or lesion of structure? We must 
comprehend the duties that an organ performs, 
before we can undertake to apply a remedy to 
restore a lost function. 

It is claimed by many that pathology must 
be the basis of therapeutics, but in treating 
disease, we have to deal with a living organism, 
not a dead one. Pathology gives you the after- 
death appearances, shows the probable cause 
of dissolution, but furnishes no key to unlock 
the mystery of life with disease. ‘ It is,” says 
Dr. Hughlings Jackson, “an anatomical inquiry 
to seek the organ or part damaged. It is a 
pathological inquiry to trace the processes b 
which the nutrition of the tissues is altered. It 
is a physiological inquiry to search into the 
defective workings of the tissue or organ dam- 
aged. While anatomy segregates the respect- 
ive tissues and constituents of the system, and 
displays their organic relations, it is the prov- 
ince of physiology to discover the occult forces 
which constitute the life of all anatomical ele- 
ments, to aggregate the facts, and generalize 
the knowledge relating to them, and thus reveal 
the laws of life. Every tissue has something 
peculiar in its properties. A nerve fibre never 
contracts; a muscle fibre never conducts a sen- 
sation or impression.”’ Each of the many organs 
and tissues of the body is endowed with a life 
and power sui generis. The microscope has 
made the science of physiology almost exact, 
and, using the language of Dr. Draper, ‘the 
physician that does not realize the fact that the 
passage of physiology from a speculative to a posi- 
tive science is the signal for a revolution in the 
practice of medicine, is hardly up to the standard 
of advancement in his profession.”” We must 
have a more perfect and correct knowledge of 
the science of life before we can undertake a 
task that requires a disorder in the machinery 
of the organism to be set right. How would 
you restore to a perfect working order a piece 
of machinery that might be employed in any 
branch of industry, without having a positive 
knowledge of how the mechanism is performed, 
and in what condition the different parts must 
be when the whole is in a perfect state. What 
is man but a machine, with its balance wheels, 
regulators and safety valves? You must under- 
stand the mechanism that moves and controls 
the functions of life, before you can essay to re- 
pair that mechanism when disordered. When 
zon have that part of the work done perfectly, 
snow how, by endosmosis and exosmosis, the 
fluids of the body are changed and thrown into 
the circulation ; how the process of digestion 
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is consummated ; the functions of the glands, the 
office of the lungs and skin; when all this is 
known, then you can begin the study of the 
action of remedial agents. This cannot be done 
practically by any single individual. There 
must be concerted action. Let a number of 
medical men select — one article of the 
materia medica, and subject it to the test of 
careful experimentation and observation, make 
notes of the same, and then compare their work, 
One swallow does not make a summer, and 
one fact unsupported in medical science must 
not be pee on as strictly true. Disease isa 
life process of a perverted kind. We must 
know exactly what that perversion is. Disease 
is no entity, but is a modification of health; a 
perverted physiological process. It is of the 
utmost importance, therefore, to know exactly 
what we have, and what we have not to cure; 
and a careful study of diseased physiology will 
make the way clear. The will of the Creator is 
not a mere fate, but is to be found out. We 
know only that man is doomed to die, by the 
result. The tendency of many diseases is to 
recovery, and it is our duty to aid this tendency 
by all means in our power. We do not believe, 
with Petronius Arbiter, “that a physician is 
nothing else than a satisfaction to the mind,” 
for there are many diseases that can be 
completely cured, and many others that 
can, at least, be palliated, by remedial 
measures. But it is just here that our science 
fails us most of all. It is essential that we 
should understand thoroughly the physiologi- 
cal action of drugs. A physiological must 
precede a pathological pharmacology. It will 
not do for us, by experiment upon the lower 
animals, to establish a fact regarding the action 
of a certain medicine, and deduce therefrom 
that the effect will be the same when used upon 
man. 

It is but a link in the chain. The action 
is not the same in anormal condition as in an 
abnormal one. Although experiments upon 
animals are all right, yet we can arrive at no 
definite conclusions until they have been made 
upon man. Fora long time I have recognized 
this important fact, and my armamentarium 18 
not so fully stocked with drugs as of yore. I 
confine myself to a less number, and endeavor 
to study their action. Depend upon it, this 
is the field where laborers are needed, and 
where we want to make true progress. Bearin 
mind that whenever you give a dose of medi- 
cine, you perform an experiment, and it is just 
that you should note all the facts bearing on 
its actions. The gods sell everything for labor, 
and by labor we can purchase for ourselves 
and for suffering humanity grand and glorious 
truths that will live after we have passed away. 
A boon like that Jenner gave the human race 
casts more glory around the humble doctor's 
last resting place, than ‘storied urn, or anl- 
mated bust,” or white-capped marble dome. 
The door is open for original research and in- 
vestigation. Let us enter without fear oF 
favor. 
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PERISCOPE. 


Tests for the Poisonous Alkaloids. 


In the Lancet, Mr. A. W. Blyth writes :— 

Let me suppose the question asked—Given 
an alkaloid separated from the stomach or tis- 
sues, fairly pure, how would you proceed to 
identify it? My answer would be, in three 
ways. I will suppose two milligrammes have 
been separated. 1 would take about one-tenth 
of a milligramme and apply the usual acid 
color-tests. The reactions of the alkaloids 
with acids are, as is well known, as follows :— 


SULPHURIC ACID. Nitric ACID. 


Hot. 

Yellow! 
Yellow 

Brown 
Brown’ 

Brown Black 0 
Veratrine Orange* Scariet Claret. 0 
Solanine . Yellow® Brown? Brown? 0 


(The small figures show degrees of intensity.) 


Then, if the alkaloid were solid, I should take 
a little bit of tin-foil or platinum-foil, weigh it 
carefully, place a small portion of the alkaloid 
upon it (a milligramme or less), weigh again, 
then drop the tin-foil containing the alkaloid— 
wrapped up in it, as it were—into a small flask 
furnished with'a bilateral tube. About fifty 
centimetres of a well-boiled alkaline solution of 
ar gee coreimod of potash (containing two hun- 

red grammes of potash and eight grammes of 
permanganate of potash to a litre of water) are 
poured into the flask, the flask well corked and 
connected with a small Liebig’s condenser, and 
distilled nearly to dryness, by the aid of a sper- 
maceti bath into another flask, in which the 
resulting ammonia will then befound. The dis- 
tillate is placed in a Nesslerizing cylinder made 
up to one hundred centimetres, and the exact 
amount of ammonia determined in it in the 
ordinary way by means of a standard solution 
and the Nessler test. If the alkaloid be liquid 
nf coneine—I take a vaccine tube, weigh 
it, then let a minute drop ascend into it, weigh 
again, and drop the tube in the flask. 


Pink! 
Red’ 
—_—o 


Aconitine - oO 


N&, 

. 1. Ce 

1, Solanine yields half its nitrogen as ammonia’ 0.98 
2. Morphi ao et - 2.98 


< a 

Papaverine “ = ° - 2.50 

Veratrine * * nes . » « £27 

8. Atropine yields all its nitrogen as ammonia 5.73 

Narcotine * = ee - 411 
Strychnine yields half its nitrogen as ame 

moni ° o ve 6 SSO 


“ 7 o ‘ 
Aconitine pe: oe - 35 
“ “ “ 4, 


Coneine ‘ - 4.6 
4. Nicotine yields half its nitrogen as ammonia 10.49 


By thus making four classes of the poisonous 
alkaloids which contain nitrogen, and deter- 


4.32 | boy, he 





mining by analysis the amount of ammonia 
they evolve, they may be readily referred to the 
class they belong to, and many of them abso- 
lutely identified ; thus, for instance, solanine 
could never be confused with any of the second 
class, all of which evolve over 2 per cent., while 
solanine gives about 1. The numbers of the 
second class are, however, so close that the 
amount of ammonia alone could not, even in 
very skillful hands, be absolutely relied upon as 
a means of identification, for allowance must be 
made for experimental error. Yet such is the 
accuracy of the process, that the experimental 
numbers invariably approach extremely near 
the theoretical, certainly quite as nearly as in 
an ordinary determination uf nitrogen by com- 
bustion ; for example, stryclinine gave 5.72 per 
cent. (theory, 5.09 per cent.) ; solanine, 1 per 
cent. (theory. 0.98 per cent.); atropine, 6 per 
cent. (theory, 5.73 per cent.). The second class 
could not, except by an unusual error, be con- 
founded with the third class, and several of the 
third class could be distinguished from each other 
—for instance, brucine from strychnine and atro- 
ine, and aconitine from them all. The alka- 
oid in the fourth class is the liquid nicotine, 
and it is easily distinguished from the liquid 
alkaloid conia by the great difference in the 
—- of ammonia—the one evolving about 

per cent., the other nearly double. 

Thirdly, the tests of sublimation, as perfected 
by Dr. Guy (see Guy’s “ Forensic Medicine”). 
) SUBLIME. MELT. 
Fah, Cent. Fah. Cent, 
B3U° 165° «840° 1719 
845 174 430 224 


MELT. SUBLIME, 
Fah. Cent. Fah, Cen’. 


Morphine. ) Sublime, melt, & 
ield carbona- 
Strychnine) ceous residue. 


Atropine. 
Veratrine 93 
Brucine , | 2nd d 20) 116 400 
Solanine . } carbon. 420 215 420 216 
I believe, then, that the three tests—viz., (1) 
the reaction with sulphuric acid; (2) the amount 
of nitrogen evolved by alkaline a 
and (3) the temperature at which the alkaloid 
sublimes—are the most generally applicable 
and certain for the identification of the poison- 
ous alkaloids which contain nitrogen. 


Aconitine 


287 | The Insanity of Adolescence and the Climacterioc 
Period. 


In the Dublin Medical Journal, Dr. J. Batty 
Tuke says :— 
Trying as pubescence is to the predisposed 
as yet a harder trial to undergo at the 
period of adolescence. As the virile function 
asserts itself on the organism, heredity fre- 
quently asserts itself. The evil habit of pubes- 
cence may have been continued uninfluenced by 
the self-respect which ought in the man to have 
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overcome it ; over-exertion of the brain by study 
may have deteriorated the vesicular elements 
beyond their power of recuperation; or the 
altered and altering nutrition may specially 
excite to action the Runetion of the cells of the 
hemispherical ganglia; each condition produc- 
ing a — train of symptoms. Thus, the 
masturbator becomes peculiar, suspicious, re- 
served, full of faint fears, and self-accusing ; the 
student melancholic, suicidal, and misanthropi- 
cal; and the sthenic subject evinces maniacal 
excitement, irritability, a desire for action—he 
walks, talks, drinks, smokes, must ever be doin 

something. But whatever may be the natal 
symptoms of these three sets of patients, they 
have one common symptom—a perversion or 
increase of the sexual instinct—the masturbator 
thinks women are looking at him, that he influ- 
ences women unconsciously to themselves; the 
melancholic believes himself impotent; and the 
sthenic would run amuck amongst women. It is 
the last class which so often develop dipsomania. 
Insanity at this period is said to be influenced 
by sex; it is stated to be of more frequent oc- 
currence amongst young women, and that the 
symptoms generally partake in a great degree 
of the character of hysteria. This is certainly 
not my experience, which may be exceptional— 
nay, is, if compared with that of most writers 
on-the subject. I grant the hysteria, but not 
the insanity. It is contended that the evolu- 
tional change is more physically marked in the 
girl than in the boy. I fail to see this asa 
reason. I view it conversely ; that the absence 
of an emunctory in the boy is more likely to 
make him prone to nervous disturbance than 
the girl, who has a physical vent. I can only 
instance my experience, that absolute insanity 
is more frequent in lads, whilst the modified in- 
ong of hysteria is more common amongst 

ris. 

Y Peano the adolescent and the climacteric 
periods, the constitution of the nervous, like the 
other systems, becomes established, and dis- 
turbance is not liable to occur, except from 
some accidental circumstance apart from evolu- 
tion. But when the great climacteric is reached, 
we find a singularly well-marked form of in- 
sanity manifesting itself without any adequate 
cause apart from the change of life. In those 
who have abided by the laws which regulate 
health, in those who have met with the success 
and comfort which as a rule accrue from a well- 
spent youth and middle age, in those whose 
constitutional proclivities are not towards ner- 
vous degeneration, this pericd is overcome with 
but slight constitutional disturbance, the middle- 
aged man or woman simply lapsing into the 
man or woman ef advanced years. But in con- 
verse cases, the trophesial influence which grays 
the head, bows the back, flattens the foot, and 
modifies the general nutrition, concurrently re- 
duces the vigor of the cerebral constituents. 
No more definite reason can be assigned for the 
one than can be for the other series of condi- 
tions. It is simply a law of nature that degen- 
eration takes place at certain periods of exist- 
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ence; and as no degenerative change acts 
equally on all the systems, so each is liable toa 
predominance of decay, according to circum- 
stances in the individual. 


Ether Intoxication. 


A few years ago we published in the Re- 
PorTER the “‘ confessions of an ether inhaler,” a 
member of our own profession, for whom it 
subsequently became our sad duty to sign a 
certificate of insanity. 

We are reminded of this by a paper in the 
London Medical Record, by Dr. Ewald, of Ber- 
lin, on a somewhat similar case. It is that of a 
man aged thirty-two, who was lately admitted 
into the Charité Hespital, under Professor 
Frerichs, suffering from general debility and 
trembling of the muscles. On inquiry, it was 
found that he was notorious in Berlin for intoxi- 
cating himself with ether, his abuse of which 
had reduced him to his present miserable con- 
dition. He was originally temperate, and had 
been a university student, passing all his ex- 
aminations with credit; he was, however, of a 
mystical turn of mind. Unfortunately, a little 
more than nine years ago, there fell into his 
hands a medico-popular treatise, in which the 
use and effects of ether, used medicinally, were 
described, and a glowing account was given of 
its effect in quickening the creative power of 
the mind. He procured about two or two and 
a half ounces of sulphuric ether, and inhaled it 
from a handkerchief; the result being to pro- 
duce insensibility for about a quarter of an 
hour, during which time he imagined that he 
lived for an indefinite time and traveled over 
whole worlds. This condition, however, he 
was not again able to induce in so high a de- 

ree. Becoming gradually more and more ad- 

icted to his habit, he no longer confined him- 
self to indulging himself in his own room, but, 
with his etherized handkerchief before his face, 
he wandered through the streets, purchasing 
small quantities of ether at the druggists 
shops, until at last he became so great a nui- 
sance to them that many of them closed their 
doors against him. He was also turned out of 
his lodgings, on account of the annoyance pro- 
duced by the smell of his breath, and becamea 
houseless wanderer, reduced in means and in 
health. In the hospital, there was no indica- 
tion that his mind was affected; his memory 
was not impaired; his style of speaking was 
fluent. On one occasion an attempt was made 
t2 produce complete anzsthesia. For this pur- 
pose more than seven ounces were required ; the 
ether being given by an inhaler, and loss bein 
prevented by closing in the apparatus wi 
cotton-wool. No sooner, however, was the in- 
halation stopped, than the state of insensibility 
d off. He was then allowed to take the 
ether in his own way, by inhaling it from & 
handkerchief. Given in this way, it produced 
a stage of excitement, during which he danced 
about the room, talked nonsense, and appea 
much pleased, but-there was no true narcotism. 
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It was not thought justifiable to subject him to 
other experiments with ether, as it was desir- 
able to break through his habit. It is interest- 
ing, that his susceptibility to the action of can- 
nabis indica was not impaired. This drug was 
given as a substitute for ether, and on the first 
occasion, too large a dose having been given, the 
result was the production of phantasms, such 
as are induced by the smoking of hasheesh. 


The Treatment of Scarlatina. 


In a paper reported in the Irish Hospital Ga- 
zeite, Dr. James, Little. gives the conclusions 
at which he had arrived as regards the above 
subject, from his experience of a late epi- 
demic. He was of opinion that, in scarlatina, 
of all diseases, it is most necessary to abstain 
from the administration of medicine, unless 
there is a very distinct indication to be fulfilled, 
and reasonable grounds for believing that we 
have a drug which will fulfill this indication. 
In the present epidemic he had seldom used 
either chlorate of potash or tincture of iron, 
because they did not appear to produce any dis- 
tinct effect on the symptoms, and appeared to 
increase sickness of the stomach and looseness 
of the bowels if already present, or sometimes 
to induce them; while extensive swelling of the 
neck or pyzmic inflammations of joints were 
not more frequent than amongst cases in which 
they were assiduously administered. Where 
there was severe inflammation of the tonsils, 
Dr. Little recommended clearing the throat 
twice a day, or in severe cases more frequently, 
with a camel-hair brush, dipped in a mixture 
of one part of glycerine of carbolic acid 
and two parts of water. A poultice kept 
firmly applied below and behind the jaws, was 
also advantageous ; the sucking of ice did not 
appear to him useful, as the water which results 
from its melting entails frequent and painful 
acts of deglutition. For scarlatinous rheuma- 
tism an anodyne liniment and cotton waddin 
were the best applications. The intense head- 
ache, urgent vomiting, restlessness, and feeling 
of oppression which are sometimes present just 
when the eruption is appearing, are most quickly 
relieved by swathing the limbs and trunk in 
blankets wrung out of hot mustard and water. 
If there is restlessness, sleeplessness, and de- 
lirium, during the early days of the disease, 
the hair should be cut. When these nervous 
symptoms are associated with a high tempera- 
ture, they may often be relieved by tepid spong- 
ing, or by the anointing of the body with fresh 
or benzoated lard. The application to the legs 
of flannels wrung out of mustard and water, 
and the administration of bromide of potassium, 
is also useful. Leeches to the temples and an 
ice-cap to the scalp may be required. He did 
not believe there was any risk in a moderate 
dose of solution of morphia when indicated ; and 
was of opinion that preparations of opium 
Were much safer than chloral. When there is 
&condition approaching coma, and the secre- 
tion of urine was scanty or absent, Dr. Little 
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has found tea or coffee the best remedies. He 
has seen the kidneys act more freely after a 
cup of rather strong freshly-made tea, than 
after medicinal diuretics ; but if the water con- 
tinues scanty, was in the habit, in addition, of 
dry-cupping the loins, and applying a digitalis 
= and prescribing a diuretic mixture. 

omiting and purging are always ominous 
symptoms in scarlatina. Dr. Little was, there- 
fore, extremely careful to avoid any food or 
medicine which may provoke them, and endea- 
vored, as far as possible, to feed his patients on 
milk, given either alone or made into junket, or 
with tea, coffee, or soda-water. He avoided 
beef-tea, and used chicken broth sparingly. He 
did not look upon alcoholic stimulants asx very 
valuable agents in the treatment, their effect in 
injuriously exciting the~ patient Leing more 
marked than in most fevers. For the torment- 
ing itching which attends desquamation, the 
inuuction with lard was the remedy. 


 Grindelia Robusta in Asthma. 


Dr. Q. C. Smith, mw. v., of Cloverdale, Cal., 
writes to the Pacific Medical Journal :— 

Several months since, at the suggestion of 
Dr. W. P. Gibbons, of Alameda, we procured 
a small package of the solid ext. of grindelia 
robusta, with the intention of giving it a trial 
in the treatment of diseases of the respiratory 
organs. And as Dr. Gibbons desired us to 
report the results, we take this opportunity of 
doing so. We have used the remedy in one 
case only, and that was a case of spasmodic 
asthma. We could detect no organic lesion, 
either in the lungs or any other part of the 
patient’s body. 

Mr. M., the patient referred to, is thirty-seven 
years of age, tall, rather spare habit, with 
narrow chest; a stock rancher by occupation ; 
has lived in California since he was eleven 
years of age ; born in Missouri, and lived there 
prior to his emigration to this State. Has 
suffered from severe and frequent attacks of 
asthma since early childhood, for the relief of 
which he has taken many remedies from man 

hysicians and non-professional persons, wit 
Fittle and only temporary and partial relief, 
never being entirely free from asthmatic sym 
toms. Much of the time he was unable to walk 
more than a few peene at a time without stop- 
ping to get breath. About five months since he 
eommenced to take the ext. grindelia in pills; 
taking, when the attacks came on, two or three 
grains three times a day, for two or three days, 
then taking two or three-grains at bedtime 
only, for eight or ten days longer. 

Under this mode of treatment, the attacks 
became lighter and more remote; and during 
the interval between the attacks, he gained 
flesh and strength, and improved greatly in his 
general health. 

More than two months has now passed since 
Mr. M. felt any symptoms of his old enemy, the 
plague and terror of his life: and now he is 
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heavier and stronger than ever before in his 
life, and can climb the rugged mountains of his 
sheep ranch and the surrounding country, look- 
ing after stock and hunting game, with an 
endurance, agility and speed unsurpassed by 
any of his neighbors. We think this happy 
change due entirely to the virtues of the remed 
mentioned, as our patient took no other medi- 
cines and continued to follow the same employ- 
ment, and was circumstanced just as he had 
been for years before. He thinks he is perma- 
nently cured; but we entertain serious doubts 
of it, although the remedy has already been of 
invaluable benefit to him. We know “one 
swallow does not make a summer,” but only 
give this as our limited experience with what 
we hope will prove to be a valuable remedy. 


A Minute Anatomy of the Process of Healing of 
the Skin by Granulation. 


The London Medical Times and Gazette 
says :— 

re Thiersch has investigated this sub- 
ject by studying the development of portions 
of skin grafted on wounds by Reverdin’s pro- 
cess. Selecting a patient who was to have 
his leg amputated, Thiersch grafted portions of 
skin on to the limb from time to time, the last 
occasion being eighteen hours before the ampu- 
tation. The vessels of the leg were injected 
after its removal, and a number of important 
points were then determined. It was found 
that union occurs without a layer of structure- 
less cementing substance, not more than a leuco- 
cyte or two separating the united parts. Success- 
ful union is accompanied with the mosculation of 
the vessels, which can be fully injected from the 
side of the vessels of the granulating surface 
as early as eighteen hours after grafting. The 
connection between the two sets of vessels is es- 
tablished by intercellular passages, which be- 
come developed into regular vessels in a few 
days. Nevertheless, the vessels of the graft 
undergo a er change : they become wide, 
dilated, shoot out buds and processes, and, in 
short, assume quite an embryonal character. 
Should the primary inosculation fail, it is pos- 
sible that true development of vessels may oc- 
eur. Under these circumstances the epidermis 
and papillary layer of the graft fall off, and the 
transplantation appears to have failed. This, 
however, is not the case, for the subcutaneous 
tissue, with the remains of the sweat-glands, con- 
tinues the healing process. By-and-by an 
epithelium makes its appearance in the situa- 
tien of the supposed unsuccessful graft, which 
is probably derived from the remains of the 
sudoriparous glands. Thiersch states that in 
many cases it is advisable to modify M. Rever- 
din’s method of grafting, and to first remove the 
granulations of the wound by a horizontal cut, 
and then, after a few hours, when inflamma- 
tion has begun, to perform the transplantation 
with skin which has previously been contused 
or inflamed. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 
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REvIEWs AND Book Noricgs, 
NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL LITERA. 
TURE. 


——‘The Present Status of Electricity in 
Medicine,” is the title of an address read before 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, by Dr. Wm, 
F. Hutchinson, and published by request of the 
members. It makes a neat pamphlet, and gives 
a comprehensive view of the subject. 

——An autobiography of Dr. A. B. Gran- 
ville, a well known English physician, has re- 
cently appeared in London. An Italian by 
birth, he was, by turns, an actor, a surgeon toa 
Turkish fleet, a supercargo of a Venetian 
polacca, assistant surgeon to an English man- 
of-war, a dramatic critic and lecturer on Chem- 
istry. He was the first to perform ovariotomy 
in England. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


A Manual of Diet in Health and Disease. By 
Thomas King Chambers, m.p., etc. Philadel- 
phia, H. C. Lea. Cloth, 8vo, pp. 310. 

There are few subjects which better repay the 
attentive study of the physician than that of die- 
tetics ; and in the volume before us we have, bya 
master hand, a most useful exposition of the rules 
which should be observed in this direction, to 
promote health and relieve disease. Techni- 
cal learning has been avoided, and any intelli- 
gent reader can peruse the treatise with profit 
and pleasure. 

The author commences with an introductory 
part, on the choice of food, its preparation and di- 
gestion, and on nutrition. He then proceeds to 
the special dietetics of health, giving the regimen 
appropriate to infancy, youth, ordinary life, 
literary life, in traveling, in training, and in 
the decline of life. The effects of climate and 
of noxious trades are discussed in this connec- 
tion, and a chapter is given on the propriety of 
the use of alcohol in health. The conclusion 
on this subject is that a small amount of pure 


wine, or fermented liquor, with the principle re- 
past of the day, is to be approved and recom- 
mended. ; 

The rules of regimen are then given, in 
acute fevers, weak digestion, gout, rheumatism, 
stone and kidney’ complaints, nerve disorders, 
scrofula, consumption and cardiac disease. The 
directions are clear and simple, and wholly free 
from fanciful theorizing or hobby riding. On 
its topic, we know of no better book. 
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AN ELECTRO-MEDICAL DECEPTION. 

It is extremely rare to see a prima facie 
quack advertisement on the covers of any of 
our reputable medical journals, but when seen 
there, it is a disgrace to that sheet, and an 
insult to a learned profession. 

In proof, there appeared first in The Popular 
Science Monthly, of February, 1873, an article 
entitled, “Is Electricity Life?’ purporting to 
be a quotation from the English Belgravian 
Magazine. That article discussed several points 
that are disputable, and was not any way re- 
markable until there was special reference, but 
in a most garbled manner, to the well-known 
European “ Pulvermacher Chain,” or Armadillo, 
while the latter was assumed to be both head 


and tail of the former. It spoke particularly of 
Sir Charles Lockock and many other dis- 
tinguished medical names as endorsing it (the 
Armadillo), which, in fact, had never been 
heard of, or seen by them, and no educated 
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physician could ever recommend, nor any 
intelligent and honorable apothecary, if he 
understood it, would offer for sale. Some atten- 
tion was directed to this singular article at that 
time. Many persons spoke of it, and grieved to 
see it in that high-toned popular monthly ; for 
the fact of its being there, and being so garbled 
and altered, was calculated to mislead many 
an inquiring but inexperienced reader to believe, 
if possible, that this new fangled Armadillo and 
Pulvermacher’s Chain were one and the same 
thing; or at least synonymous, scientific, and 
well endorsed. That Chain, truly, was known 
to be a sort of battery, and as a whole to give a 
current that was demonstrable by the volta- 
metre, and for this quality, as a mild and con- 
stant medical application, it was highly recog- 
nized by Sir Charles, and by many others of 
high authority, though it was frail, expensive, 
and difficult to be correctly applied in thera- 
peutics. But as for that quackish “ Armadillo,” 
it did not and cannot give a current, as a whole, 
or as shown by a voltametre, though one thou- 
sand such metals should be hitched alternately 
together in that way, on belt, band, sole or 
plaster. They simply corrode, are filthy, and 
disgust. Can it be possible that any member of 
the regular medical profession, in these days, 
can be taken in by such barefaced quackery? 
having merely a semblance, no not even a 
semblance of pile or battery, and without even a 
shadow of science or art about it. 


Now, in The Popular Science Monthly, of 
1875, February number, on page 505, we find 
another article, an editorial this time, and 
headed ‘“‘ An Electro-medical Humbug.” In 
referring to the said article, that appeared two 
years before, the editor says, “its admission 
into our pages was an editorial inadvertence ; 
the article having been glanced at in haste, and 
only the first portion of it read. Its object, 
however, was to puff a quackish device of mag- 
netic bands and soles, to be worn on the limbs 
for ‘the cure of nervous diseases. They were 
’first called Crystie’s Rings and Bands, then a 
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Voltaic Armor, and having been revived and 
rehashed as “ Armadillo,” they are advertised 
as if endorsed by The Popular Science Monthly. 
The advertiser says that the most eminent 
medical men of Europe and America approve 
their use (?) but none of their names are given, 
the sole authority quoted being the foreign 
writer in that Belgravian Magazine. Now the 
publication of that article was a blunder, and 
the article itself (Armadillo) is absurd and 
worthless. If all editors who happen to have 
been at some time the victims of careless over- 
sight will copy this paragraph, they may help 
to protect a great number of too credulous and 
stupid people, with ‘rheumatics’ and ‘ neural- 
gias,’ against being humbugged.” 

Every honest medical man is heartily thank- 
ful for these plain spoken words of the gentle- 
manly editor. Every Medical Journal will do 
service and pleasure to the profession by noticing 
this article. A clear distinct line must be main- 
tained between legitimate therapeutics and 
prima facie quack advertisements. We hold 
that an advertising department, on the covers 
of our medical journals is indispensable. Yes, 
not only admissible, but indispensable to a 
growing, wide awake medical profession. 

But what shall be said when we now behold, 
for the fourth or sixth time in succession, an 
advertisement of this same “ Armadillo” 
flaunted on the covers of two of the more 
prominent medical journals, one in New York 
and one in Boston, together with a piece of that 
garbled quotation just referred to, being with 
and for this self-styled ‘“ Electro-magnetic 
Armadillo,” but in reality a silly ‘* Electro- 
medical Humbug.” 

In this connection we would state that the 
similar device, called ‘ Volta’s Electric Mag- 
netic Chain Belt,” never was endorsed by: the 
Reporter, and the advertisement, a copy of 
which we have, containing a long extract from 
“The Philadelphia Medical and Surgical 
Journal,’’ never took that extract from the Rr- 
PORTER ; and moreover, no such medical periodi- 
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cal as named is published in this city. The 
absurd assertion that the Belt was patented by 
Professor Volta (!!) sufficiently stamps the arti- 


cle as a barefaced imposture. 
>>> 


NoTEs AND COMMENTS. 
Degrees of Alcoholism. 

In a work by Dr. Magnan, of Paris, entitled, 
“De l’Alcoholisme,” which has obtained the 
prize of the Académie de Médecine recently, the 
author, in his second chapter, classifies the pa- 
tients who are the subjects of alcoholic delirium, 
and bases his classification upon the degree of the 
poisoning. 

In febrile delirium tremens, as Dr. Magnan 
teaches, fever is an essential element in the 
disease, and has an existence of its own; 
whereas, in the other form of delirium tremens, 
the fever may originate in pneumonia, erysipe- 
las, pericarditis, or wounds, caused either by 
injury or therapeutic appliances. The fever 
progresses according to the cause, in the one 
case following a normal cycle, in the other 
varying with the intercurrent affection. 





With regard to the remedy, hydrate of chloral, . 


which has been so much praised by some physi- 
cians in the treatment of delirium tremens, M. 
Magnan says that it has unquestionably a place 
in the treatment of brain diseases, since it 
affords a very soothing effect in giving repose in 
mania and in melancholia accompanied by 
insomnia; but it is not a good remedy in cases 
of poisoning by alcohol of grave nature, or in 
febrile delirium tremens. The best treatment 
for such cases is to protect the patient from 
injuring himself or others, to get rid of the 
poison, if possible, and to sustain strength. 


Should Mercury be Given in Primary Syphilis! 

Dr. Jullien, of Paris, has lately published a 
discussion of this question. He bases his con- 
clusion on 237 cases, from the analysis of which 
he derives some of the following conclusions: 
(1.) Persons with syphilis who take mercury. in 
the commencement of the secondary period 
constitute the great majority of the tertiary 
accidents we meet with, whether in hospitals or 
in private practice ; after these come, in order of 
frequency, the cases of syphilis left to nature, 
and then those treated by the specific at the 
commencement of the sore. (2.) Those cases 
of syphilis submitted at :once to mercury, are 
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those which are most slowly evolved; then 
come cases of natutal syphilis, and then cases 
of syphilis where mercury is given as soon as 
secondaries appear. (3.) The tertiary lesions of 
the testicle and nervous system are the almost 
sole appanage of mercurial treatment. (4.) 
Lastly, in his last and principal conclusion, the 
author thus expresses himself: “If we had to 
arrange in a general manner our three series 
according to their benignity, we should adopt 
the following order: (1) natural syphilis; (2) 
syphilis mercurialized from the first ; (3) syphilis 
mercurialized from appearance of secondary 
symptoms.” 





Total Abstinence. 

At the recent annual festival of a temperance 
society, Sir Henry Thompson, who spoke at 
length, declared his belief in the principles 
held by those who formed that gathering. He 
considered that habitual, or, as it was usually 
called, moderate drinking, was a thing which 
people should avoid, if they wished to have a 
sound mind in a sound body. It is a somewhat 
remarkable fact, that many of the most hard- 
worked professional men in London are habit- 
ual abstainers from alcohol, and have been so 
for some years, on the basis of personal expe- 
rience, and from the fact that they have found 
theuse of alcohol to interfere with their physi- 
cal health and mental activity. 





- 


Treatment of Pneumonia. 


Dr. A. Flint, in some remarks before the N. 
Y. Academy of Medicine, reported in the New 
York Medical Journal, referred to the value of 
opium, and added that he was in favor of the 
administration of quinia, having witnessed 
marked benefit from its use. 

Dr. W. H. Thomson read the histories of five 
cases of pneumonia which had recently been 
under observation in Bellevue Hospital, and in 
which the main treatment had been antipyretic. 
The method pursued was to apply to the chest 
ice-bags till the temperature fell. Of the five 
cases, only one proved fatal. Dr. Thomson 
read a selection from Niemeyer, bearing out his 
opinions as to the effect of cold in keeping down 
the temperature, and improving the chances of 
the patient. He said also, that the medicinal 
treatment consisted in the administration of ten 
gtains of the carbonate of ammonia every two 
hours, with one grain of quinia every hour. 


Correspondence, 
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Use of Blisters. 

Dr. Hollis, in an interesting paper on “ The 
Therapeutic Action of ,Vesicants,” in the new 
volume of “St. Bartholomew's Hospital Re- 
ports,” submits that he has experimentally 
proved :— 

1.-That their local action consists in first 
diminishing, and subsequently in destroying, 
the vitality of the parts with which they are 
brought into contact. 

2. That this action is also depletory ; whilst 
increasing the amount of blood in the tissues 
immediately under the blistered surface, it ren- 
ders the deeper subjacent structures very anz- 
mic. 

3. That, besides the depletory action, blisters 
influence the system generally, depressing the 
heart’s action, slowing the blood stream, and 
cooling the temperature of the body. These 
results are probably due to the reflex action of 
the central nervous system. 

<<>> 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Asthma Relieved by the Air of a Greenhouse. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


Prof. Jeffries Wyman made the remark that 
“No single experiment in physiology is worth 
anything.” This is true of cases in medicine, 
but the report of a case —— out some other 
experience, or experiment, that may prove some- 
=~ and be a benefit to the world. I havea 
single case to report, with the hope that it may 
call out some other, or lead some one to try the 
experimént. 

r. B., a man of 45, emigrated from Scotl 
fifteen years ago, mainly on account of h 
health.’ He is of medium size, of good figure 
and habits, but for many years has been afflicted 
with asthma, dependent on no other disease, 
but coming on frequently, in paroxysms, as is 
usual, and lasting several days, and, as is gene- 
Yally the case, being worse at night, precluding 
a recumbent position. He stopped for a time 
in Brooklyn, but was rather worse there, and 
was advised to “go West.” He came to the 
central part of this State and went to farming. 
For about two years he was better, when the 
disease returned, so as to preclude him from out 
of doors work. He abandoned the farm, and 
came to this place, a river town, and engaged 
in carpenter shop work. Change of location 
and employment seemed, for a time, to benefit 
him, but about half his time was taken up by 
his attacks, and he was for the most part unable 
to sleep in bed. 

Living near a market garden, to which was 
attached a large nhouse, he found, one rain 








day, when he had taken shelter there, that his 
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breathing was much relieved. This was a mat- 
ter of surprise, as he was usually worse in a 
moist atmosphere at home. The next time the 
paroxysm came on, he, with much exertion, went 
to the greenhouse, and* in two or three hours 
was over an attack that usually lasted several 
days. After a few more trials he ventured to 
spend a night there, and was able to lie down 
and enjoy a refreshing sleep. Since then he 
has spent most of his nights there, and goes 
there at any time in the day, whenever he feels 
the premonitions of his disease, always to find 
relief. His general health is improved, and the 
attacks are much less frequent. He has prac- 
ticed this for the last four years. The green- 
house is quite a large one for the country, of 
the usual construction, having several compart- 
ments, roofed with glass, and communicating 
with the furnace and workroom. The tempera- 
ture is maintained in winter at about 55° or 60°, 
and is always loaded with moisture and the 
odors of roses, geraniums, hyacinths, and ‘all 
the exotic plants and flowers that usually make 
up such a collection. 

To many people in health the air is oppress- 
ive, producing a kind of asthma, and sometimes 
something like hay fever. It would be almost 
unendurable for a night. No doubt there is an 
excess of oxygen in the air, maintained by the 
growing plants; there is also much moisture 
and many pungent odors. 

If any one sees this, and is afflicted with 
asthma, or has a patient who is, will they try 
the experiment or recommend it, and report? 

P. J. Farnsworrs, M. D. 
Clinton, Iowa, May 2, 1875. 


Guarana in Headache. 
Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


Guarana, which has been exciting some atten- 
tion this last year or two, has proved, in my 
hands, one of the very best medicines in most 
all cases of headaches. and I will here cite a few 
typical cases in which I have tried this, to me, 
new and valuable medicine. 

Mrs. 8., aged 70 years, says she has had a 
headache for the last fifteen years, caused by 
cinchonism during malarial fever. I gave her 
guarana in five-grain pills five times daily. She 
left here about three weeks ago, to go, in the 
cars, tu her friends in Tennessee, and she sends 
word she is recovered from that dreadful trouble. 

Mre. S., daughter-in-law of the last, has 
suffered with sick headaches for a long period. 
I gave her the guarana in five-grain pills every 
two hours, and she sends me word of her perfect 
and rapid relief, and says the medicine causes 
‘a delightful exaltation.” 

Case No. 3 is that of an old hard drinker, who 
has left off drinking any alcoholic beverages, 
but continues to smoke tobacco, and wakes 
every morning with a headache; gave mass 
hydrarg., one scruple at bedtime, with guarana 
pills, six grains every three hours; head 
relieved after a very few doses. 
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Guarana will not permanently cure any case 
of headache, but will certainly relieve most 
cases, and that promptly, and where there is 
no return in the patient to the producing cause, 
I believe the headache will not return after the 
use of this medicine. I have not been able to 
observe any effect in the system except that of 
exhilarating nerve sedative. 


Jefferson, Texas. A. P. Brown, . p. 


On Tubercular Diseases. 


Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 


As the fatality of diseases affecting the colored 
race is alarmingly upon the increase, I think 
a few remarks upon this subject not inap- 
propriate. Of all diseases, the great scourge is 
pulmonary tuberculosis. Until within the last 
decade, tubercular affections were not more fre- 
quent in the colored than the white race ; indeed, 
the amount of white blood seemed to be the 
predisposing element, the African enjoying a 
certain degree of immunity. Byt within my 
observation, the contrary seems now to prevail ; 
especially is this the case in the acute type of dis- 
ease. I have never seen a case of acute miliary 
tuberculosis in a white ; with the mulatto the type 
is generally more rapid than with the white, 
galloping consumption, as it is frequently 
called. But in the black we enceunter the 
acute miliary type, sui generis. 

Contrary to Niemeyer’s rule, that this disease 
generally follows old caseous deposits, it ap- 
pears to result from any depressing cause, and 
in many cases the patient has never been known 
to have had any organic disease. Especially is 
this the case with young females, about the age 
of puberty. The eruption of the tubercle ap- 
pears to be essentially a neoplasm. 

The physician is generally consulted in these 
cases for some trivial derangement; as the 
attention is seldom early attracted to the lungs. 
I have found neither cough nor hemoptysis 
among the first symptoms, and have seen 
patients die without having had either. A hard 
thing for the laity to understand, that a person 
can die of consumption without cough or hemor- 
rhage. The early symptoms are sometimes ob- 
secure, and the general appearance of the 
patient has much to do in the formation of a 
diagnosis., The two characteristic symptoms, 
the most striking and disproportionate to 
all the rest, are the rapidity of pulse and fre- 
quency of respiration. From the general diffu- 
sion of tubercles, percussion often fails to elicit 
an observable dullness. You find, upon auscul- 
tation, a suppression of the vesicular murmur; 
with small, dry, crackling rales throughout the 
lungs. In several cases I have failed to observe 
any increase of temperature until near the ter- 
mination of the disease, which appears to be 
from asphyxia, due to the general obstructive 
diffusion of tubercles. 


James S. Raw ins, M.D. 
Dancyville, Tenn., May 13th, 1875. 
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A Bare Case in Obstetrics. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sure. Reporter :— 


It having been my fortune to meet with a 
very rare and interesting case, I am desirous of 
having it presented to the Medical world, 
through the columns of the Reporrsr. 

Mrs. L., age 34 years, of foreign birth, 
nervous temperament, mother of four children, 
all healthy, sent her husband to consult me, 
March 22d, 1875, on account of a uterine hem- 
oo which had been troubling her nearly a 
week. 

Mr. L. stated that his wife supposed her- 
self gone in pregnancy, about five months, and 
was fearful she might miscarry, on account of the 
“wasting.” Prescribed, fl. ext. ergot, with 
plumb. acetas and opii., conjoined with rest, 
which appeared to have a good effect. The 
prescription was given on Monday, and the 
woman felt able to attend the closing exercises 
of aschool on the Friday following. 

Sunday, 28th, 1. a.m., was summoned to see 
atient; immediately on arriving at the house, 
earned that labor pains had commenced about 

four o’clock in the evening, and that the waters 
had escaped about halfan hour before my arrival. 
Was also informed that something else had 
passed away, which proved, on examination, to 
be correct, and all that remained for me to do 
was to remove the placenta, which was readily 
accomplished. On removing the entire mass toa 
suitable receptacle, found two foetuses, attached 
to one placenta, nearly at same point, near cen- 
tre of placenta. The foetuses were males, pre- 
senting about the same degree of a healthy de- 
velopment, cords distinct, presenting a normal 
appearance, in every respect. Manifesting a 
desire to preserve the specimens, was furnished 
acommon glass fruit jar,in which I placed 
them, and carried the same with me to my 
office, where a careful examination revealed the 
following special points of interest: in the case. 

1. There was one placenta, one chorion and 
one amnion. 

2. Both foetuses were contained in the same 
amniotic cavity, in no way united, and present- 
ing no evidence of an intervening membrane. 

3. The placenta presented a healthy appear- 
ance, nicely developed, and what we se: 5 rec- 
ognize as an ordinary placenta in a single birth. 

e foregoing peculiarities are of exceedingly 
rare occurrence, but dooccur ; we refer the reader 
to Prof. Bedford’s Obstetrics, 4th ed., page 441. 

The woman made a good recovery. 

Dutch Creek, Ia. J.C. Ropertson, M.D. 


News AND MIscELLANY. 


Personal. 


—By an error of type in the “ Medical Register 
and Directory,” Dr. Isaac Farrar, of Hartford, 
Ct., was entered as an Eclectic physician. As 
he has always practiced regularly, purchasers of 
the book will please make the correction. 


News and Miscellany 
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Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 


The Annual Session will be held at Pottsville, 
on Wednesday, June 9th. Excursion tickets 
will be issued by the Philadelphia and Reading, 
the Pennsylvania Central, the Northern Central, 
and the Philadelphia and Erie Railroads. 
Delegates must apply to the undersigned for 
orders for tickets, naming road and number of 
orders desired, enclosing stamp for reply. 

Wu. B. Arginson, Permanent Secretary, 
1400 Pine Street, Philadebphia. 


Northern Medical Association of Philadelphia. 


A stated meeting will be held at the hall of 
the Northern Dispensary, 608 Fairmount Avenue, 
on Friday evening, May: 28th, at 8 o'clock. 
Subject for discussion, Salicylic Acid. To be 
introduced by Dr. James Collins. Medical pro- 
fession cordially invited. 


Cuaries Carter, Secretary. 


Items. 


—Dr. Pixton, dentist, of Lancaster, has the 
impression of the mouth of a colored woman, ~ 
taken by Dr. Robinson, of Rome, New York. 
The jaw is three inches from front to back, and 
three inches across, constituting the largest hu- 
man mouth known to the dental profession in 
this country. The ordinary mouth is only 1} 
by 2 inches. 


—Some one has several good diplomas for 
sale. He advertised in Paris that he would 
lend money to physicians upon the presentation 
of their diplomas. Many young doctors left 
these treasures at his establishment, to be veri- 
fied, and he disappeared next day. So the 
diplomas will be offered shortly. 


-— 





QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Mr. Eprror :—Will you please inform me, through 
your journal, what is the composition of the patent 
medicine known as “ Piso’s Cure for Consumption.”’ 

Respectfully yours, J. J. M. 


Dr. R. M. H.— Please give, in the REPORTER, the 
best formula for solution morphia, for use hypo- 
dermically.” 

[We should be glad to have the experience of 
readers on this.] 

—____——__ << 


OBITUARY. 


DR. JAMES E. JACKSON 


Died at his residence, in Falston, Beaver county, 
Pa., on the morning of the 5th inst., after a brief ill- 
ness, Dr. Jackson was in his 56th year, was a 
native of this county, and spent his life im the 
cheerful service of its citizens. He was a close 
student, enthusiastic in his profession, and his 
whole life-work was characterized by a conscien- 
tious and self-sacrificing devotion to the interest of 
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his patients. Personal suffering never prevented 
his attending to the call of the afflicted, and his 
death, in the prime of manhood, was primarily due 
to his professional devotion. His scholarly attain- 
ments, his fidelity in work, and his fine sense of 
both professional and social honor, greatly endeared 
him to the community and to his medical brethren; 
and his death has saddened the hearts of the many 
among us who knew and loved him. Dr. Jackson 
was a graduate of Cleveland Medical College, a 
faithful and valued member of the Beaver County 
Medica? Society, and also a member of theState and. 
Natidnal Medical Societies. 


D. FRANCIS CONDIE, m. pD. 


At a meeting of the Philadelphia County Medical 
Society, held April 28th, 1875, the following resolu- 
tions, presented by Dr. G. Hamilton, were adopted: 


Resolved, That the members of the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society have learned, with regret, 
the death, March Bist, 1875, of Dr. D. Francis Condie, 
one of the founders, and at one time President of 
this Society. 

Resolved, That in the decease of Dr. Condie, the 
Society recognizes the loss of a former member, 
who was long distinguished among his fellows, by 
the constancy and zeal manifested at all times, and 
upon all occasions, in the support of whatever 
tended to fulfill the objects for which the Society 
was instituted, and in the exaltation and te- 
nance of its character and reputation. 

Resolved, That by the death of Dr. Condie the pro- 
fession has lost an indefatigable student, and an 
author whose stores of practical knowledge, stron 
common sense, and ; e experience, h: enabl 
him to contribute mu uable matter for the 
guidance of the practitioner. 

Resoived, That in integrity, and general moral 
worth, the life of Dr. Condie merits our fullest ap- 
probation, and that in his spirit of benevolence, 
prompting him in early life to aid, as a pioneer, in 

he foundation of the first temperance society of 
Pennsylvania, the community has cause to hold his 
memory in i remembrance, 

Resolved, That, while deploring the loss of our late 





member, we have, nevertheless, reason for thank- 
fulness, in the length of days granted to him, and 
that, in the wisdom of a Providence that cannot 
err, soundness and strength of intellect were vouch- 
safed unto him until near the close of his existence, 


. 


DR. SUSAN DIMOCK. 


The wreck of the steamship Schiller brought upon 
the profession the loss of Dr. Susan Dimock, one of 
the most promising of the female members of the 
profession in America, From an appreciative obitu- 
ary notice by Dr. Mary Putnam-Jacobi, in the Medi- 
cal Record, we extract the following notice of her. 

“Dr. Dimock graduated with honors at Zurich, 
after the prescribed four years’ term of study. Her 
thesis was written on the cases of puerperal fever she 
had had an opportunity of observing in the wards of 
the hospital. She has been practicing medicine 
in Boston a little over two years, but in this short 
time has already won for herself a deserved reputa- 
tion among some of the best surgeons in the city. 
As resident physician at the New England Hospi- 
tal she has already performed many important 
surgical operations. She had a certain flower-like 
beauty, a softness and elegance of appearance and 
manner, such as is abundantly lacking in the women 
most eager to denouncesurgical accomplishments as 
outrageously unfeminine. I have wondered whether 
she did not resemble Angelica Kaufman. Under- 
neath this softness, however, lay a decision of pur- 
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pose, a Puritan austerity of character, that made 
itself felt, though unseen. ‘She ruled her hospital 
like a little Napoleon,’ said a lady who had been 
there under her care. The ideal steadfastness, which 
is only possible in characters of this kind, was shown 
to me at my first interview with her, when she 
came—a girl scarcely out of her teens—to Paris, 
on her way to Zurich. We urged her to spend a few 
days in the capital, for the sake of the recreation to 
which American students usually consider them. 
selves entitled before they settle down to their 
studies, Miss Dimock alone refused, for the rea 
son, which she gave with the utmost frankness, 
that she had been obliged to borrow money in 
order to prosecute her studies, and should not feel 
justified in spending a ceut of it for amusement or 
sight-seeing. She put forward all amusements into 
the future, until she should have won her univer. 
sity degree, and should have fulfilled a pledge of 
hospital service in Boston. Towards this horrible 
voyage of April, 1875, converged the pleasurable 
anticipations of nearly seven years. Among all 
the bright lives that have been engulfed in this 
dreadful shipwreck, none is more valuable than 
hers. Perhaps no woman’s life of equal social value 
has met this tragic fate since the body of Margaret 
Fuller was washed ashore.” 





GUERNSEY — HAGEMANN.—On Monday evening, 
oO. 


MITCHELL—REAMY.—At the Grand Hotel. Tues- 
day ——s ry llth, by the Rev. l'avid H. 
Moore, Dr, lies S. Mitchell and Miss Mary A. 

my, only daughter of Dr. T. A. Reamy, both of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

PERKINS—ALLEN.—On Tuesday, May 18th, 1875, at 
the home of the bride, in Greenville, ewe 
Rev. N.8. Dickey, Albert N. Perkins, m, D., of Van 
Burensburg, Illinois, and Miss Mollie V. Ailen. 

SEVERANCE—SAWYER.—On May l4th, at the resi- 
dence of F. R. Pratt, Shelburne Falls, M Us 
setts, by the Rev. Moses Harris, of trattleboro’, 
Vermont, C. E. Severance, M. D., of Shelburne Falls, 
formerly House Physician at Seaman’s Retreat 
Hospital, New York, and Miss M,. Evelyn Sawyer, 
of Brattleboro’. 2 

STUDDEFORD—SEABROOK.—At Lambertville, New 
Jersey, by Rev. P. A. Studdeford, p. D., Theodore 
H. Studdeford, M. D., of Lambertville, New Jersey, 
and Mary Gordon, daughter of the late Nicholas 
Seabrook, Esq., of Richmond, Virginia. 

WooLson—HEERMANCE—On Thursday evening, 
May 13, at the residence of the bride’s father, b 
Rev. Dr. Worrell, I. Byron Woolson, of Cincinnati, 
and Estella, only daughter of Dr. Henry Heermance, 
of Covington, Kentucky. 


DEATHS. 


BECK WITH.—Suddenly, on Thursday, May 13th, of 
typhoid pneumonia, Dr. 8. W. k with. 
CLARKE.—In New York, on Saturday, May 165th, 
Peter F. Clarke, M. D., in the 74th year of his age. 
PAULDING—On Friday evening, April 30th, at 
Piqua, Ohio, Dr. J. G. Paulding, aged 63 years. 
RoBison.—In Pettisville, Ohio, on the 11th inst., 
Perlee, oldest son of Dr, S. and Lora E, Robison, 
aged 5 years, 1 month, and 8 days. 
Swirt.—At St. Croix, West Indies, on the 10th 
inst., Foster Swift, m. D. 
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